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.e-% LJ National * 

Washington, D.C. 20594 h 

CJ. Mc&rmick 
Director Signals - North 
BNSF RaiIway 
8204 East Park Meadows Drive 
Lone Tree, Cobrado 80124 

Mr.McCormick: . 

June 7,2001 

At about 11:40 p.m, Central Stadad The, westbound A"k train No. 5, "The 
I California Zephyr,'' derailed at milepost 419.92 on the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway, 

Nebraska Division, Creston Subdivision, en mute fiom Chicago, Illinois to Oakland, California. The 
two locomtive units arzd the fkst 11 of the 16 cars derailed. Ofthe 261 passengers and the 15 

wasmfireorhazardousmaterialsreleased. 
Amtrak employees, there was one passenger fatality and 3 passengers with serious m*s. There 

Attached is the Railroad Signal Group Chairasan's Factual Report. This report is FOR 
OFFICIAL USE ONLY. Do not copy or reIease any portion of it to the public or media. The report 
will be subject to revision and/or modification, and may ultimately differ sisniscantly h m  that which 
is adopted by the Safety Board. 

Please provide your comments, additions, or corrections by mail or fiur by July 31,2001. 
When all revisions are incorporated., a final copy (w/o attachments) will be distriiuted. Please sign 

-6eIow and retum this statement to my o&. Ifno response is received, NTSB will assume you have 
no comments to offer and are m complete agreement with the iictual report contained herein. If you 

.' have any questiOns please call me at (202) 314-6639, my fsx number is (202) 314-6497. 
. 

Ruben Payan 
ElectricalEngii 

I have rcvkwed the attached Factual kjmt and amfmn that to the best of my knowledge the facts poptrayed ha& are 
true and accurate. 

(a) I have no comments to make. 
SIGNATURE DATE 

(b) Comments arc submitted herewith 
SIGNATURE DATE 



” u National Transportation S ty Board 
L 

Washington, D.C. 20594 

June 7,2001 

and 
David Iuouda 
Director C&S Comtmctio- 
Project Development 
National Railroad Passenger Corporation 
210 South Canal Street, Room 400 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 

Mr. Klouda: 

At about 11:40 p.m, Central Standard Time, westbound Amtrak train No. 5, “The 
California Zephyr,” derailed at milepost 419.92 on the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway, 
Nebraska Division, Creston Subdivision, en mute from Chicago, Illinois to 0- California. The 
two locomotiVe units and the first 11 of the 16 cars derailed. Of the 261 passengers and the 15 
Amtrak empIoyees, there was one passenger fatality and 3 passengers with serious mjuries. There 
was no fire or hazardous materiaIs released. 

Attached is the Railroad Signal Group chairman’s Factuskt Report. This report is 
OFFICIAL USE ONLY. Do not copy or release any portion of it to the public or media. TLae report 
will be subject to revision d o r  modification, and may ultimately differ signiscandly fiom that which 
is adopted by the Safety Board. 

Please provide your comments, additions, or corrections by Izliiil or fax by July 31, 2001. 
When all revisions are incorporated, a finaE copy (w/o attachments) will be distriiuted. Please sign 
below and return this statement to my office. If no response is received, NTSB will assume you have 
no comments to offer and are m COIlqllefe agreement with the Eactuat report contained herein. If you 
haw any questions please call me at (202) 3 14-6639, my f8x number is (202) 3 14-6497. 

Ruben Payan 
ElectricalEngker 

I have r e v i d  the m&ed Factual Rqxnt and amfirm that to the best of my knowledge the fix& portrayed herein are 
true and accurate. 

(a) I have no comments to make. 
SIGNATLIE DATE 

(b) Cammats are submitted herewith 
SIGNATURE DATE 



k National t 

Washington, D.C. 20594 

Tom Remers 
Railroad safety Inspector (S&TC) 
FederalRailroadAdministrat ion 
8 South 6th Street 
Council Bl&, Iowa 51501 

June 7,2001 

Mr. Rehers:' 

At abut 11:40 p.m., Central Standard Time, westbound Amtrak train No. 5, "The 
California Zephyr," derailed at milepost 419.92 on the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway, 
Nebraska Division, Creston Subdivision, en route h m  Chicago, Illinois to Oakland, California. The 
two locomotive units and the first 11 of the 16 cars derailed. Of the 261 passengers and the 15 
Amtrak employees, there was one passenger Wtlity and 3 passengers with serious mwes. There 
w a s n o ~ o r ~ o U S m a t ~ r e 1 ~ .  

Attached is the Raitroad Signal Group chairman's Factual Report. This report is 
OFFICIAL USE ONLY. Do not copy or release any portion of it to the public or media The report 
will be subject to revision and/or moditidon, and may ultimately sign%- fiom that which 
is adopted by the Safety Board. 

Please provide your comments, m o n s ,  or corrections by ma3 or fax by July 31,2001. 
When all revisions are "prated, a tinal copy (w/o attachments) will be distriiuted. Please sign 
below and return this statement to my office. Ifno response is received, NTSB will assume you have 
no comments to offer and are in complete agreement with the f k t d  report contained herein. If you 
have any questions please call me at (202) 314-6639, my fiur number is (202) 3146497. 

Ruben Payan 
ElectridEngineer 

I have r e v i e w e d  the altached Factual Repart md m6rm that to the best of my lrndedge the facts portrayed herein are 
true and accurate. 

(a) I have no comments to make. 
SIGNATURE DATE 

(b) comments %re submitted herewith 
SIGNATURE DATE 


